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imagined, that a favourite and inveterate vice is to be ex-
tirpated by such gentle methods.

Let us consider, my lords, more nearly the effects of this
new-invented regulation, and we shall see how we may
expect from them the recovery of publick virtue, A law
is now to be repealed, by which the use of distilled liquors
is prohibited, but which has not been for some time put in
execution, or not with vigour sufficient to surmount the
difficulties and inconveniencies by which its operation was
obstructed. The law is, however, yet in force, and whoever
sells spirits must now sell them at the hazard of prosecution
and penalties, and with an implicit confidence in the kind-
ness and fidelity of the purchaser*

It cannot be supposed, my lords, but that a law like
this must have some effect. It cannot be doubted that
some are honest and others timorous ; and that among the
wretches who are most to be suspected of this kind of
debauchery, there are some in whom it is not safe to con-
fide ; they, therefore, must sometimes be hindered from de-
stroying their reason by other restraints than want of
money ; and, when they are trusted with the secret of an
illegal trade, must pay a dearer rate for the danger that is
incurred.

But when this law is repealed, and every street and
alley has a shop licensed to distribute this delicious poi-
son, what can we expect? The most sanguine advocate for
the bill cannot surely hope, that any of those who now
drink spirits will refrain from them, only because they are
sold without danger ; and though what cannot be proved,
or even hoped, should be admitted, that some must content
themselves with a smaller quantity on account of the ad-
vanced price, yet while they take all opportunities of de-
bauchery, while they spend, in this destructive liquor, all
that either honest labour or daring theft will supply, they
must always be examples of intemperance ; such examples
as, from the experience of late years, we have reason to
believe will find many imitators; and therefore will pro-
mote at once the consumption of spirits, and the corrup-
tion of the people.